
The Epistle to the Romans

Study 12

Romans 6

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 

19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 

21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 

22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Up to this point Paul has been talking about believers having been freed from the dominion of sin and so sin no longer has dominion over them.  Here he elaborates.

1. V14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 
Qn: Explain what is meant by “for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. Verses 15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

Qn:  Why shouldn’t we continue to sin since we are not under the law, but under grace?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Qn:  16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?  What is the result of being servants of sin?  What is the result of being servants of obedience?
3. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Verses 17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.    
Qn: In what ways, have we shown that we have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine (the doctrine concerning faith and salvation)?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
4. Verse 18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 

19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 

Qn:  With reference to verses 18 & 20, what do you think of this analogy given by Augustine?  Augustine said that a human being is like a horse with 2 riders.  Before his conversion he was ridden by Satan but after his conversion by the Lord Jesus Christ?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Qn:  Being servants (or slaves) of righteousness, do we really have liberty?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5. Verse 19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

Qn:  Why did Paul say, “I speak after the manner of men (ie in human terms) because of the infirmity of your flesh?”  (The folks in Rome would have understood Paul was talking about because they would be familiar with the master-slave relationship.  They would have understood that if master X sold the slave to master Y, master X no longer had control over the slave.  The slave was now absolutely under the control of master Y.   Likewise sin no longer was the master of those who came to trust Jesus as Lord and Saviour.  Their new master was the Lord.)   How useful is it to consider the ‘infirmity of your flesh’ when we speak to people about spiritual truths?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Qn:  Before their conversion, these Roman Christians like other Christians, had yielded the parts of their body in impurity.  How true is it that when a person yields himself to wickedness, the result of that wickedness is more wickedness, as the Word of God here says, ‘for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity?’
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Qn:  What happens when we yield ourselves to righteousness?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
6. Verse 21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death.

Qn:  What fruit (what benefit) did you have living a life of a non-Christian?  Honestly, are you proud or are you ashamed of those things that produced the fruit?  If you are ashamed, can it be possible that you are still enjoying them?  What is the end of those things?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
7. Verse 22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.
Qn:  Being made free from sin, and become servants to God, what does the benefit we reap lead to?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
8. 23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Qn:  How is sin a bad paymaster?  Is it a bad paymaster in our present life or after death?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Qn:  How much do we appreciate this gift from the Lord, even the gift of eternal life?    How do we show this appreciation?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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